
including all the cheek to below
the under edge of the lower jaw,
and backwards nearly to the ear.
" The parts were completely

sphacelated, and had nearly sepa-
rated, when, at the expiration of

twelve days from the first appear-
ance of the danger, the little pa-
tient died, completely exhausted.
All the peculiar symptoms of the
fever had subsided long before herdeath."

SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE

AMELIORATION OF CLIMATE.
In the course of some remarks on

the climate of the 40th degree, north
latitude, published by Dr. Sexton, of
Baltimore, in the American Journal,
are some valuable data on the com-

parative character of the seasons in
this country at different periods dur-
ing the last century. The three
most remarkable changes during this
period, according to Dr. S., are the
following:—1st. The winds have
become more variable. 2. Those
from the western quarters have di-
minished in number. 3. Snow and
ice are formed in less quantities, and
are less durable, and the tempe-
rature of the winters has increased.
The first two of these facts is proved
by various records and incidental
memoranda in the history of the
country. The Swedish Professor
Kalm, who travelled in North Ame-
rica in 174S and 1749, kept a regis-
ter of the winds at Philadelphia, and
a few miles to the southward of that
city. From this, it appears that the
variation of the wind was sometimes
limited by three or four points of the
compass, for six or seven days in
succession; and in some tabular ob-
servations of Bartram appended to

Kalm's work, the wind is several
times marked as blowing in the same

direction for six days, and in one in-
stance, in the month of June, for i

eleven. The change which has ta-
ken place in this respect may be
judged of from the fact, that in late
tables we may examine the records
of five years in succession, without
meeting with an instance in which a

current from any eighth part of the
compass has existed for more than
five days together.
It is mentioned by Jefferson, in

his Notes on Virginia, that the east
and south-east breezes had, in 1782,
very sensibly advanced into the in-
terior of the country, within the me-

mory of persons then living. But
more accurate information on this
point may be gained from the valua-
ble observations of the traveller al-
ready referred to. In ten months
between August, 1748, and June,
1749, Prof. Kalm recorded four hun-
dred and seventeen observations on

the course of the wind. Of these,
forty-six are marked as north and
south. Of the remaining number,
three-fourths are winds from the
western semicircle, and but one-

fourth, or ninety-eight, from the
eastern. At the present time, Dr.
S. remarks that the number of easter-
ly and westerly winds, during a year,
is nearly equal.
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The existing testimony in regard
to the increasing mildness of winter
during the period referred to, is not
less conclusive. For many years
from the discovery of this country,
the annual season during which the
earth was partly or wholly covered
with snow, iu the latitude of 40 deg.,
was three or four months. Forty
or fifty years since, the usual depth
of snow during the winter was esti-
mated by Rush at from six to nine
inches, occasionally increased to two
and three feet. In the year 1740,
the Delaware was crossed with sleighs
at Philadelphia, on the Kiili of
March, and in 1779-1780, was frozen
across at the same place for nearly
three months. Messrs. Mason and
Dixon, while engaged in making as-

tronomical observations about thirty
miles west of Philadelphia, in 1767,
saw the mercury in the open air fall to
22 deg. below zero. In the winter of
1783-1784, the snow lay, in the
south-east part of Pennsylvania, from
two to three feet deep during most
of the season ; and the rivers, which
were frozen in December, continued
bound, except a short interval in
January, until the middle of March.
If with these facts, and many si-

milar ones which might be adduced,
are compared ihe records of modern
winters in the same latitude, the
change which has taken place in
the severity of this season will at
once be obvious. Nor is this ame-

lioration at all more remarkable in
the region described by Dr. S., than
in that which is found two or three
degrees farther north. So far as we

have documents to judge from, our
own climate has been undergoing a

similar alteration, to a nearly or quite
equal extent. Men of scarcely more
than middle age recollect the period
when the sleighing continued good
in the neighborhood of this city for
three months in the year; while
storms which covered the earth with
snow to the deplh of three or four
feet, were affairs of frequent occur-
rence. Analogous facts are on re-

cord with regard to many of the
countries of the old world. In our

own country at least, we find a plau-
sible explanation of these changes,
in the destruction of her forests, and
the increased cultivation of her soil.
The uniformity of the atmospheric
currents has been lessened by vary-
ing the character of the surface over
which they blow ; and the keenness
which they formerly derived from
passing over tracts of woodland, co-
vered with almost eternal snow, is
no longer to be felt. Still, as our

author remarks, a continuance of
these north-western breezes some-

times produces a temperature worthy
of the days of our ancestors ; and
we are yet to wait for great improve-
ments in our neighbors of the hyper-
borean regions, before the airy mes-

sengers they send us will, instead of
bearing the snow and hail on their
pinions, ripen our grapes and our

olives, and breathe on us a peren-
nial spring.

SAUCOCELB.

An interesting case of this disease is
related in the London Med. and
Phys. Journal for October. The
patient was twenty-six years of age,
had previously enjoyed good health,
and had not bceu affected with go-
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norrhcsa for many years. Without
any assignable cause, a swelling ma-

nifested itself in one of the testicles.
This continued to increase, notwith-
standing the employment of the usu-

al remedies, until at length its extir-
pation was found necessary, and was

performed. From this time the pa-
tient enjoyed good health for four
months. At the end of this period,
he felt some uneasiness in the re-

maining testicle. On examination,
the organ was found enlarged, hard,
and tender to the touch. Various
local applications and general treat-
ment were employed, but with little
•effect. The disease proceeded until
the testicle attained four times its
natural size, with an aggravation of
all the other symptoms. At this
period Mr. Guthrie was consulted,
and recommended, in addition to the
treatment already employed, the use

of a large-sized metallic bougie, to

be passed three times a day, and
licpt in the urethra for several mi-
nutes. This produced at first consi-
derable irritation, and even hemor-
rhage. In the course of a fortnight
however, both the size and the ten-
derness of the testicle diminished.
After three months use of the bougie,
every symptom of disease subsided,
and the patient could take active ex-

ercise without the least uneasiness.
The theory on which this mode

of practice has been proposed in this
disease, and which is maintained by
the author of the article referred to,
is that of its removing a morbid irri-
tability of the urethra, usually con-

nected with the complaint. Nothing
is said, however, to show that such a

state of the passage existed in the

case referred to ; and we are inclined
to think that this is not generally or
even frequently the proximate cause.

Where orchitis occurs as a sequel of
gonorrhoea, it is not too much to

presume a transfer of inflammation
from the urethra to the testicle ; and
undoubtedly one of the remedies in-
dicated under these circumstances,
is the irritation of the urinary pas-
sage with a bougie. The primary
effect of this measure, however, is
not to diminish the sensibility of the
urethra, but to increase it ; as is evi-
dent from the strangury which ensues
upon its use. On the whole, there-
fore, we should be more disposed to
attribute the cure obtained in this
and similar cases, to a temporary
transfer of the disease, somewhat
analogous to what takes place under
the use of vesication in common in-
flammation. It seems not very im-

probable, that in cases which yield
to the use of the bougie, as above
described, the local stimulus derived
from copaiba or cantharides taken
internally, might be of equal advan-
tage.

NITRATE OF SILVER IN UTERINE
DISEASE.

A Mr. Jewell, of London, has late-
ly published some cases of the suc-

cessful use of lunar caustic in vaginal
discharges proceeding from a diseas-
ed state of the cervix uteri. He
thinks this a more frequent cause of
the morbid discharge generally re-

cognized as leucorrhœa, than has
been commonly supposed. Admit-
ting this observation to be correct,
we should hardly expect the treat-
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ment suggested to bo useful in any
considerable proportion of the cases
of leucorrhœa met with in practice.
That this disease sometimes proceeds
from active inflammation in the cer-

vix uteri, there is no doubt ; but the
symptoms in such cases would cer-

tainly be so far peculiar, as to induce
a practitioner of ordinary prudence
to examine and ascertain the fact.
He who should infer the existence

of such inflammation from the dis-
charge itself, and on this ground em-

ploy local stimulants to subdue it,
would in many cases aggravate, in-
stead of relieving the disease, and
would soon make shipwreck of his
own reputation.—So far as Mr. J.'s
remarks go to show the necessity of
careful examination in suspected
cases, we deem them highly valuable
and important.

BOSTON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1829

LOCAL APPLICATION OP NITRATE OF
SILVER.

Mr. Higginbottom, of Nottingham,
whose name will ever be associated
with lunar caustic, has published an-

other edition of his work on the cu-

rative powers of this remedy. Even
abating much for the zeal of a man

engaged on a favorite topic, the in-
controvertible practical evidence of
the influence of the Nitrate of Silver
in restraining inflammatory action,
adduced in this volume, is exceeding-
ly valuable, and places the remedy
in a much higher place than it has
hitherto held in our materia medica.
Proofs very satisfactory are brought

by Mr. Higginbottom, of its use

in plilegmonous and erysipelatous
inflammation, in bruised wounds,
ulcers, and in burns and scalds. His
mode of applying it is generally,
first to wash the part clean with soap
and water, and wipe it dry. The
diseased surface, and from half to a

whole inch of the surrounding healthy
skin, is then to be moistened, and a

stick of the caustic drawn over it
once twice, or ofiener, according to

the object to be effected. If the
disease be superficial, and only a

blackening of the surface is desired,
once will bo sufficient ; if vesication
is to be produced, the operation
should be repeated several times ;
and if an eschar, a still longer appli-
cation will be necessary. It is a

point of the greatest importance, to
carry the effects of the caustic be-
yond the diseased surface. No
dressing is found necessary, the
deadened cuticle being a sufficient
protection to the part. Mr. 11. is of
opinion that by the free application
of this remedy over a tumor in which
suppuration has already taken place,
a degree of absorption of the pus
may be produced ; and in bruised
wounds and bums, he has uniformly
succeeded in preventing, by this
mode of treatment, the sloughing of
the parts,—their integrity being pre-
served by the peculiar and specific
tendency of this remedy to promote
the adhesive process. Even wounds
to be healed by the first intention
will progress more certainly and ra-

pidly, by blackening the surrounding
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